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Temecula, Calif., Nov. 2, 2016 - The flagship eventing competition of Galway Downs, 
premier Southern California equestrian and special events facility, is set to welcome 
riders to the 18th annual Galway Downs International this week. Major infrastructure 
improvements and amenities have been a priority for facility owner Ken Smith this year, 
and competitors will immediately notice the enhancements as they enter the park-like 
resort. 
  

 

Cross country fences amid oasis on Galway derby field. 
  
"Ken really wanted to enhance the Galway Downs experience, as well as give local non-
equestrians more reasons to come out and enjoy themselves," said Event Organizer 
Robert Kellerhouse. "The new KenTina offers a great atmosphere, good food and live 
music on Friday nights. The wedding and special event facility is a beautiful option for 
those that want to plan a unique celebration. And there was a local wine tasting last 
month that was a huge hit," commented Kellerhouse. 
  
"Of course, the horses are always a priority, and the new Bermuda grass footing in the 
derby field is maybe the biggest investment and addition. Everyone who has ridden on it 
so far is just raving about it," he continued. "(Course designer) Ian Stark borrowed a 
horse from my wife Erin to go out galloping around and he really seemed pleased with 
the quality of the footing." 
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Cross country fences adorn new grass derby field. 
 

Kellerhouse described the long anticipated improvements and expanded facility use as a 
win-win for the iconic premier event. "This has been amazing to see how much 
investment Ken has made, and has given us the opportunity to move the core of the 
event over to the area by the stabling and the grass show jumping arena. And then to be 
able to gallop cross country on the new grass polo and soccer fields," he explained. "It 
feels great to do more over on this side of the property." 
  
 Local rider and Olympian representing Canada, 
Hawley Bennett agreed with Kellerhouse about 
the facilities and new amenities. "It's really 
great. We rode in a jumper show last weekend 
here in the grass arena and it was awesome. The 
horses really handled the footing well, and their 
canter stride really seemed to open up," she 
said. "They have really done a lot of work here 
and it shows." 
  
 
 
To see a short video overview of Galway Downs, click on the image below.  

  
The Galway Downs International Event annually 
attracts top equestrians from across the nation. 
The FEI (international) level divisions of CCI3*, 
CCI2* and CCI1* give riders experience and 
qualifications to advance to the top of the sport. 
British Olympian Ian Stark, dubbed the 'Flying 
Scotsman', is known for designing challenging 
but safe courses that encourage bold, forward 
riding. In the national divisions, the ever-popular 
Training Three Day competition offers riders the 
opportunity to compete their horses in the 'classic 

 

 

 

Galway wagon obstacle on new derby field. 

 

 

Intro to Galway Downs Video 
 

https://youtu.be/rMQ0-wJY868


format' of speed and endurance, building fitness and partnership in the all-important 
cross country phase. 
  
Competition will get underway Thursday at 2 p.m. with the Training Three Day and 
Preliminary divisions dressage phase. 
  
On Friday, there is action in all three disciplines. The international divisions will 
compete in dressage beginning with the CCI1* at 8:30 a.m. in Ring 2. The CCI2* riders 
will begin at 12:45 p.m. in Ring 1 with CCI3* to follow at 3:45 p.m. Show jumping for the 
national divisions is slated to start at 8:30 a.m. Friday, while Training Three Day 
competitors will tackle the Phase A of the cross country starting at 2 p.m. 
  
International cross country excitement begins at 10 a.m. Saturday, starting with the 
CCI1* followed by the CCI2* at 1 p.m., and the CCI3* at 2:30 p.m. The Training Three 
Day will culminate with show jumping at 3:30 p.m., contested in reverse order of 
standing to guarantee a thrilling finish. 
  
Sunday, action takes place again in the beautiful grass arena with show jumping for the 
international divisions beginning at 10:00 A.M. with the CCI1* division. National 
divisions of Training and Novice will run cross country from 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
  
For results and ride times, click here. 
  
Galway Downs International takes pride in acknowledging the support of the many 
sponsors that make the event an annual highlight on the calendar. 
  
Presenting sponsors for the 2016 Galway Downs International are DCH Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge of Temecula, CWD, Devoucoux, Equine Insurance, Professionals Choice, and 
California Horsetrader. 
  
Gold level sponsors include Equinox Equestrian Center, Ian Stark Equestrian Centre, 
MD BarnMaster, Sunsprinte Warmbloods, and Sempra Energy. 
  
Rebecca Farm, SmartPak and Temecula Creek Inn are Silver level sponsors. 
  
Bronze level sponsors are American Horse Trials Foundation Inc., Auburn Labs-APF, 
Code 3 RV, Geranium, California Riding Magazine, Ride On Video, San Luis Rey Equine 
Hospital, Shires Equestrian Products, Symons Ambulance, Triple Crown Nutrition Inc, 
and Voltaire Design. 
  
Friend sponsors include Cavalia Odysseo, Copper Meadows, and Eventing Training 
Online. 
 
General admission for the Galway Downs International Event varies from $15 to 
$20 per day, with a discount for advance purchase. Children under 12 are free when 
accompanied by a paying adult. 
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Patron's passes - which include seating in the ringside tent, lunch and a full selection of 
beverages - are also available for $55 per day on Friday and Sunday, $75 for Saturday, or 
$200 for the weekend in advance. For advance reservations, go to spectator information 
at galwaydowns.net. 
  
For more information about the Galway Downs resort and facility, please go to 
galwaydowns.com. 
  
For more information about equestrian events at Galway Downs, please click on 
galwaydowns.net. 
  
More information about the sport of Eventing can be found at useventing.com, website 
of the U.S. Eventing Association. 
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