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SoCal Native Halliday-Sharp Returns for 

Galway Downs International Three-Day Event  
 

Temecula, Calif., Oct. 29, 2013— Fifteen years have passed since 
Liz Halliday-Sharp rode in the inaugural Galway Downs 
International Three-Day Event, and now she plans to ride HHS 
Cooley in the CCI3* on Oct. 31-Nov. 3. 

 
The Presenting Sponsors of the Galway Downs International 

Three-Day Event are: Equine Insurance of California, Land Rover, 
Professional‟s Choice, the California Horse Trader and the PRO Tour. 

 
Halliday-Sharp, now 34, grew up in Fallbrook, Calif., about 20 

minutes south of Temecula, and she‟d just started going to school at 
the University of California-San Diego when she last rode at Galway 
Downs. At the time, her father was living in England while motor 
racing in Europe, and he suggested that she take a break from college 
and join him for a year. 
 
 Halliday-Sharp liked England, so she applied, through a family 
friend, to become a working student with English superstar three-day 
rider William Fox-Pitt. “I had an interview at his place just before 
going home to the USA.  He offered me a position as a working 
pupil, and I packed up and moved there in January of 2000,” she 
recalled. “My „one year off‟ somehow became 14, and here we are!” 

 And she soon also followed her father into motor racing, 
eventually becoming a winner in sports car and GT endurance 
racing, even driving in the grueling 24 hours of Le Mans. For about a 
decade, Halliday-Sharp juggled motor racing and three-day eventing, 
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but just this year she decided to make training and competing her 
horses the priority.      

“For a lot of years, when I was racing at a very high level, I only 
had a few event horses to compete, so when I was away racing my 
team at home was able to keep them up and running for me,” said 
Halliday-Sharp. “I had some big sponsors at the time and a lot of 
support, and they were some great years for the racing side of my 
life! Over the last few years I‟ve started doing more with the horses, 
but I was still doing a little bit of racing up until the middle of this 
year.” 

After winning her first motor race of this season, Halliday-
Sharp said she made the tough decision that neither sport was getting 
her adequate attention. She chose horses over cars—for now. 

“I have to fully focus on the one sport for a while.  My plan is to 
now give eventing my all while I have some great horses,” she said. 
“I‟m sure that I can come back to racing as a hobby in the future.  I 
will certainly miss being in a fast car, but I don't want to look back in 
a few years and wonder what I could have done if I„d just put all my 
focus into eventing.”  

Still, riding at the Galway Downs International Three-Day 
Event was a happy accident. She had aimed HHS Cooley for the 
Boekelo CCI3* in the Netherlands in early October, but she didn‟t 
qualify in time. While she was at the event as a spectator, though, 
other American riders and team officials urged her to come to 
Galway Downs. She thought it would be the perfect opportunity to 
visit her hometown again.  

“I‟m finally on the radar [for a future U.S. team], so I wanted to 
show everyone that I am serious about making it in this sport. It was 
great to have a lot of support from them in trying to organize the trip, 
and then along with the help of my family and others I was able to 
pull together this crazy but exciting opportunity!” she said.  



“It‟s certainly an added bonus that I grew up in Fallbrook and 
that loads of my family and friends are still in California, so I‟m 
really thrilled to be able to compete in my home state again.”   

Like the other riders, supporters and fans, Halliday-Sharp will 
enjoy the music and food that will be a central part of the weekend.  

 
Faultline will perform as the musical headline act on Saturday 

night, playing from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. Faultline, a five-member, 
Southern California-based party band, says their music has only one 
purpose: to keep the dance floor full of people. They combine rhythm 
and blues, Motown, disco and more to create a memorable live-music 
experience. 

Popular local musician Lee Koch will kick off the musical acts 
at Wednesday night‟s welcome party. The Thursday night Halloween 
Party will rock with DJ Mas spinning the music, and Friday night‟s 
Taco Party will feature live music by Wild$ide. 

And three more musicians—guitarist Gil Gillem, guitarist Larry 
Thompson and guitarist James Wells—will entertain fans on 
Saturday afternoon, performing in each of the three oasis points on 
the cross-country course (at noon, 1:20 and 3:00 p.m.). 

Each oasis will feature food by one or more of the four gourmet 
food trucks scheduled to be on sit, complemented by local wine and 
beer. 
 

The Gold Medal Sponsors of the Galway Downs International 
Three-Day Event are: Devoucoux, Ian Stark Equestrian Center, MD 
Barn Master and Sunsprite Warmbloods. 

The Silver Medal Sponsors are: Charles Owen, Embassy Suites 
Hotel, Holiday Inn Express, Majyk Equipe, SmartPak Equine and 
Temecula Creek Inn. 

The Bronze Medal Sponsors are: American Medical Response, 
American Horse Trials Foundation, Auburn Labs Advanced 
Protection Formula, Big Horse Feeds, Cavalor, The Chronicle of the 
Horse, CWD, Finish Line, Freedom RV Rentals, Geranium Street 
Equestrian, Point Two Air Jackets, Riding Magazines Inc., Ride On 



Video, San Luis Rey Equine Hospital, Triple Crown Nutrition and 
Voltaire Design.   

Eventingtrainingonline.com is a Friend sponsor. 
General admission for the Galway Downs International Three-Day Event 

is $10 per day in advance, $15 at the gate, with children under 12 free when 
accompanied by a paying adult.  

Patron‟s passes—which include seating in the ringside tent, lunch and a 
full selection of beverages—are available for $55 per day on Thursday, Friday 
and Sunday and $75 for Saturday, in advance.  

For all advance ticket reservations, go to www.galwaydowns.com. 
For more information on the Galway Downs International Three-Day 

Event, visit www.galwaydowns.com or call 951-303-0405. To learn more about 
eventing, visit the U.S. Eventing Association‟s website (www.useventing.com). 
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